 Arborg Early Middle School 
 Parent Advisory Council Meeting 

April 10, 2017

7p.m. at AEMS
Present: Marlene Kroeker-Bodnarus, Brad Harding, Tara Buehlmann, Tiffany Olson, Jenna Pearce, Cameron Platford, Penny Helgason, Carissa Rempel, Kendra Jacobson, Cheryl Johnston
1. Marlene called the meeting to order at 7:04pm
2. Adopt Previous Meeting Minutes – Jenna motioned to accept the minutes and Tara seconded.
3. Other Business

a. 7:05 timed item – open forum for questions/discussions about school happenings.  A concerned parent with a child in 7/8 came to address the issue of the multiple substitute/replacement teachers and the lack of communication sent home to parents about this and the instability the multiple teachers can cause at this age.  The high number of students in the 7/8 classes is concerning, 2 classes for 2017-2018 and the rooms having 28 and 29 students. 
4. Old Business

a. Parent Workshop offered by PAC with presenter Joan Mayhew.  This event took the place of our regular monthly meeting for March.  It was well received and the PAC would be interested in another event like it, possibly an annual event.  Thank you to Joan for an informative evening and for sharing helpful parenting strategies.  All the best in your retirement!
b. Muffins/Hot lunch/hot dog day/bulletin board – Jenna will change the board from the teacher appreciation one.  The next Subway day is on May 10.  Our March Subway day brought in a profit of $82.00.  The next hot dog day will be April 21 and Kendra would work that along with Zainab Jarkas.  The May hot dog day will be May 26 and Sherri and Cameron offered to work.  The discussion for June would be another hamburger day.  Tiffany offered to cook again.
c. Cross country ski equipment – Denise Moroski said the local ski club would be willing to help with a fundraiser to bring in a dozen or so new skis.  The current skis used are shared with other schools in the division and quite a bit of time was spent on cleaning and waxing.  With skis just for our school, that could create the possibility of an afterschool ski club.  A ski-a-thon was thought of as a fundraiser event.

d. Staff appreciation – a huge thanks to all those that donated goodies for the teachers.  It was greatly appreciated!

e. Presentation April 5 - $3000.00 was given to the PAC from Foster Ag Services as a result of winning the Thank A Retailer contest.  That money has been donated for the Natural Habitat.

f. Natural habitat – Not much is currently being done, as we are still needing topsoil (which we now have the funds for) as well as it needs some cleaning.  Once the committee decides the direction they will go, then plants/grasses/etc can be ordered and planted

g. School brochure – the school brochure has been completed and ready for distribution.  Tiffany offered to take around to different places – ie Town Office, RM office, Immigration settlement office, etc.

5. New Business
a. Spring Raffle – Our next fundraiser.  Tickets will be sent home closer to the date of the Hi-Lites concert at the school.  Marlene will arrange for a hanging flower basket, Mrs Harding is donating a bath balm/soap basket, and Tiffany will make up a 3rd basket.
6. Other Business 
a. The grade 5s will have school sponsored swim lessons in June.

b. AEMS participation at the Evergreen Festival of the Arts – a mini Hi-Lites concert will take place at the school once all the competitions are complete.  The concert will be during the day in the gym

c. French Specialist for our school – It was brought up that it would be a great benefit to the students if there was 1 French language teacher that taught all the students instead of each home room teacher having to teach it.
7. Principal’s Report

a. Junior Kindergarten registration is to begin shortly.  It is open to children who will turn 4 by December 31, 2017.  Contact Norma for the registration packages.  The program will run from September-June every Tuesday and Thursday.

b. Staffing – The division is currently in the process of filling positions for the 2017-2018 school year.  We hope to have all the staffing in place by the beginning of May:

 - Mrs Macdonald (Resource) will be working at SSES when she returns from her leave

 - Mrs Plett will be our new full-time Resource teacher beginning in September which means a new 0.60FTE teacher for Kindergarten will be required.

 - Ms Sigurdson will continue teaching Kindergarten and Phys Ed for K-4 next year.

 - Mrs Smolinski has been hired to continue in grade 3/4

 - Ms Rudyk has been hired to continue in grade 5/6 

c. Enrollment projection for 2017-2018 year.

	K (teacher TBD) 16

	K (Ms Sigurdson) 15

	1/2 Mrs Marteinsson 23

	1/2 Mrs Skoropet 23

	3/4 Mrs Smolinski 20

	3/4 Mrs Chwaliboga 21

	5/6 Mrs Bates 19

	5/6 Mrs Harding 19

	5/6 Ms Rudyk

	7/8 Mr Ewert

	7/8 Ms Ladoski

	Total 231


d. Facilities – hoping to have water issues in the front of the school and crosswalk addressed during the summer.

e. Brochure – it is completed and ready for distribution.

f. Subway – Has been an excellent addition to hot dog day.  Students and staff really enjoy it.  Thanks to Jenna for taking care of it!

g. Habitat – Received a $3000 donation from Foster Ag Services.  The grade 5/6 students have some scheduled time to work on our flower beds and habitat area.  I will help them get started as they will need a brush cutter to take down the weeds.  They are working with Mrs Marteinsson on ideas for the area such as a walking path.

8. Correspondence 
MAPC convention registration.  Tiffany will attend again along with Jenna.  PAC will be paying both registrations this year as well as the hotel cost.
9. Next Meeting – Monday, May 15, 2017, at 7:00 pm in the staff room at AEMS.  All parents/caregivers are welcome to attend.  Please join us!
Meeting adjourned at 8:39 pm.
