 Arborg Early Middle School 
 Parent Advisory Council Meeting 

February 13, 2017

7p.m. at AEMS
Present: Marlene Kroeker-Bodnarus, Brad Harding, Tara Buehlmann, Tiffany Olson, Jenna Pearce, Cameron Platford, Penny Helgason, Ms D. Sigurdson, and Joan Mayhew
1. Marlene called the meeting to order at 7:02pm
2. Adopt Previous Meeting Minutes –Tara motioned to accept the minutes and Jenna seconded.
3. Old Business

a. Parent Workshop offered by PAC with presenter Joan Mayhew.  PAC has asked Joan to come do an evening presentation at the school for parents on March 13 at 7pm in the library.  Joan gave us 2 potential workshops but both were quite interesting so she will combine the 2.  One potential was Mindsets and the other was Restitution.  Babysitting will be provided and Marlene will bring the tea/coffee/cookies.  This will be open to all parents of Arborg, whether the child attends AEMS.  It was also decided to send an invitation to the schools in Riverton and Fisher Branch.  Tiffany will do up flyers for around Arborg.  This will take the place of our regular monthly meeting for March.
b. Muffins/Hot lunch/hot dog day/bulletin board – Fantastic bulletin boards by Jenna for the teacher appreciation week!  The next Subway day is on February 15 but some kids will be away at a track meet so Jenna will get their subs on February 16 for those kids.  It was much easier to keep track of the money with rounding up to $5 & $6.  It was also decided that the teacher appreciation sub platters would still be brought in on the Friday and we would order 4 platters at $40 and we would receive 10% off from Subway.  The next hot dog day will be March 10 and Tara would work that and Tiffany is able to help if needed.  Wanda Sparkes approached Jenna about Zainab Jarkas helping out and Wanda thinks she would love to help.

c. Open forum for questions/discussion – this will start in April

d. Staff Appreciation week – this week is the staff appreciation week.  A huge thank you to all the PAC members and parents that baked/brought items for the staff.  A big thanks to Jenna for the special items made for the teachers and support staff and for purchasing the $2 bakery coupons for the bus drivers and school cleaners.

4. New Business
a. Playground equipment – Marlene had an idea for a permanent fixture/target for an outdoor wall for the kids to throw snowballs as, as it is not allowed for safety concerns to throw snowballs at other kids.  The target(s) could be at different height levels.
5. Other Business 
a. Tara went skiing with some classes and brought up the condition of the ski equipment and that it is time for some upgrades.  There are grants that could be looked into and possibly getting skis just for our school.  It was figured we would need 30 sets of skis/poles and at least 40 sets of boots as multiple of each size would be needed.
6. Principal’s Report

a. 2017-2018 Budget – the province is providing 1% increase to school divisions.  This puts our division 3% short to maintain what is currently in place.  Public budget consultation meeting is February 21 in REMS music room at 7PM.

b. Facilities – ESD is now in the process of determining what work needs to be done in schools during the summer.

c. Brochure – Please take a look.  What are the most important things we want to tell families?  What should we take out or add in?

d. Staffing – Based on our current enrollment we expect to retain our current number of staff, but that won’t be finalized until after the budget is complete.

7. Correspondence 
Nothing
8. Next Meeting – Monday, April 10, 2017, at 7:00 pm in the staff room at AEMS.  All parents/caregivers are welcome to attend.  Please join us!  Our March meeting will be the Joan Mayhew presentation.
Meeting adjourned at 8:59 pm.
