Arborg Early Middle Years School 
 Parent Advisory Council Meeting 

 September 15, 2014
7:00 p.m. at AEMYS
Present: Mr. Harding, Mr. Bailey, Mrs. Johnston, Kris Gudmundson, Marlene Kroeker-Bodnarus, Tanya Stogrin, Joe Stogrin, Kendra Jacobson & Stephanie Sigurdson
1. Marlene called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
2. Kris adopted the old minutes and Stephanie seconded.
3. Old Business

a. Outdoor classroom/natural Habitat – Update - Marlene, Mr. Harding, Ken Ambrose and Ed Harms had a discussion about the 18” of fill that the outdoor classroom will be getting from the construction of the new daycare.  Mr. Harding reminded PAC that a grant of $2000 needs to be spent of it will be lost.  Maybe we could put that grant towards bench(es). Marlene will talk to Charlie Greives about how we get the 20% grant from ESD for any money we spend.
b. Swings/Climbing Structure / Update on Day Care Building – There are quite a few parents that are very concerned when the swings will be reinstalled.  Mr. Harding has talked to Melissa Moran from the daycare board.  The daycare is waiting for the school division to initiate the installation of the swings.  Mr. Harding was also told that the daycare may not use all of the property they were given for the daycare.  PAC feels that the swings should be installed as close as possible to the property line that the daycare was given as they may down the road need to expand and we don’t want the swings moved again.  Mr. Harding also mentioned that there was no damage on the playground over the summer as previously thought just that there is a part that breaks every so often on the playground structure.  He will order additional parts to have on hand for future breaks.  The teeter totters have been fenced due to the gym construction and the fence will come down once construction is finished.  Mrs. Johnston mentioned that it would be nice to have more sand in the sandboxes as the sand is getting low. Mr. Harding mentioned there is a report on our playground that he will have to review regarding issues that need to be addressed.  Some of the issues are there is more pea gravel needed, the maypole may have to be removed if it is not up to code.  
c. Bulletin Board / Muffins / Hot Dog Day – Thank you to Alicia Friesen for doing the bulletin board.  Lena Dueck will make 6 dozen muffins this week.  There will be no hot dog day in September.  October 17th will be hot dog day.

d. Review of Welcome Back BBQ – September 2014 – We had another successful Welcome Back BBQ on Thursday, September 11th, 2014.  Thank you to all of our sponsors!!!  This event would not be a success without all of you!  Sponsors include:

Interlake Coop for donating the hamburgers and hot dogs.

Vidir Machine for donating the supplies, machine and manpower to make the homemade ice cream.

Power Bend, Johnson Seeds, Little Joe’s Auctions, Foster Tire, Jacobson Farms, Orbanski Family, Ganica for sponsoring the bouncy super slide

Thank you to Mrs. Ladoski for organizing the games.  Mrs. Ladoski did this in the role of a parent not as a teacher.  Thank you to the grade 6-8 students that face painted.  Thanks to the teachers and staff that came out and enjoyed the BBQ with all of the families.  Thank you to all of the members of PAC for all of the hard work put into making this event happen.  There was $825.00 profit made from the Welcome Back BBQ that will be put towards the revitalization of the Natural Habitat / Outdoor Classroom. 

4. New Business 
a. Concerns about break time – There have been 2 concerns brought forward about break time. 
i.  Concern #1 that the students are not getting enough time to eat/washroom time and are being rushed outside.  Grade K- 2 students are given the opportunity to use the washroom prior to eating.  Right now students spend 50% outside and 50% inside at each break.  First break has 20 minutes outside and 20 minutes inside.  Second break has 25 minutes inside and 25 minutes outside.  Before when there was only one break students only had 20 minutes to eat.  Mr. Harding will remind staff to be a little more compassionate about getting outside and eating quicker.
ii. Concern #2 that students are feeling bad about needing to use the washroom while outside.  Mr. Harding explained that when students are in grade 3 or older they should be able to plan when they need to use the washroom.  The younger students are still developing and cannot plan as easily.  The only door that is unlocked while recess is on is the front door so a teacher or EA have to take the student inside which then leaves the playground with less supervision.
b. MAPC Membership – As far as PAC is aware we have not received the forms to fill out for MAPC as we have previously.  Kris will mention this to Charlie Grieve.

c. AGM October 20, 2014 – At our next meeting we will confirm the executive and members of PAC for this year. 
5. Other Business

a. Discovery Time – It will begin after Thanksgiving.  The days have not been decided yet.  A newsletter for Discovery Time will be sent out.  The students that participated last year are automatically enrolled.  If any other students would like to participate then please contact the office.  

6. Principal’s Report
Staffing for 2014/2015

Early Years




Middle Years

· Stephanie Sigurdson (JK)


- Tanya Harding (5/6)

· Lorna Plett (K)



- Robin Paul-Ballard (5/6)

· Heather Ladoski (1/2)


- Cheryl Bates (5/6)

· Grace Marteinsson (1/2)


- Paul Bailey (7/8 & Assistant Principal)

· Alicia Skoropet (1/2)


- Dianna Kicenko (7/8)

· Gwen Stallard (3/4) 


- Wanda Sparkes (/7/8)

· Cheryl Chwaliboga (3/4)

· Cheryl Johnston (3/4)

French

Resource





- Robin Paul-Ballard

· Crystal MacDonald


PhysEd

Music






-Shelly Burak (5-8)

· Carlin Kilbrei



-Sheila Stoyanowski (K-4)

Counselor

· Shelly Burak

-Kira Smolinski will be replacing Mrs. Ballard in October for her leave.

a. Meeting time- should we consider having our PAC meetings earlier?

b. New websites- Our school division will be phasing out paper newsletters this year.

c. Junior Kindergarten: 20 registered. Begins in October.

d. Facilities: 

-Construction has begun on the new wellness center. Teeter-totters have been blocked off as they were too close to the work site.

-During the summer our playground was inspected and through an initial conversation I anticipate that it will require some maintenance.

-Day care has begun construction. The division will need to work with them to replace the equipment that had to be removed. One obstacle is where the location of their permanent fence will be as this will impact on where the structures will be placed.

-Early Years washrooms have been remodeled and ready to use beginning tomorrow.

e. Strong Beginnings- taking place Friday 19 and Monday 22. 

f. Band Program- approx. 30 students registered this year, which is excellent. 

g. Fruit- We submitted a letter to CO-OP and they have agreed to donate fruit again this year.

h. Muffins- Is PAC continuing for this year?

i. $2000.00 grant to support the revitalization of the habitat area will need to be spent by May or we will lose it.

The school enrollment is down this year.  Currently we have 238 students.

PAC decided that we will try meeting at 6:30pm.

The fact that the school division is going more electronic by phasing out the paper newsletters is a concern.  80% of families have internet access while 20% don’t.  For those families that don’t have internet access they can come and use the computer at school to access information.  School closure will show up on the new website.
Ms. Arnason is the new band teacher for Arborg/Riverton.  There are over 20 new band students this year which is a lot larger than last year.

7. Correspondence

a. Evergreen Exchange
8. Next Meeting – NEW TIME - Monday, October 20th  at 6:30 pm in the staff room at AEMYS.  We are looking for parents that are willing to donate their time and become members on the Parent Advisory Council.  This gives you as parents the opportunity to have a better understanding of what goes on at the school.  All are welcome to come and discuss any concerns they have or offer their input.

Meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm.
